
2018 Immunisation Update

A puzzling time?!!

“Sometimes the hardest pieces 
of a puzzle to assemble, are the 

ones missing from the box.” 
Dixie Waters, Author



The Puzzle Pieces
Authority to Immunise

NSW Immunisation Schedule

Australian Immunisation Handbook

School Immunisation Program

Australian Immunisation Register

Catch Up

Cold Chain

Resources



The PHU Immunisation Team

Tanya Nadjovska
Information Support 
Officer

Lanie Swarzencki
Program Support Officer

David Boucher
School Vaccination 
Program Coordinator 
(Mon & Tues)

Michelle Ferguson-Hannah
School Vaccination 
Program Coordinator 
(Wed-Fri)



The PHU Immunisation Team

Tanya Simpson
Aboriginal Immunisation 
Health Worker

Haley Frew
Immunisation Coordinator
Thurs & Fri

Natasa Veselinovic
Immunisation Coordinator
Mon - Thurs (from 7/1/19)

Kath Tapper
Immunisation Coordinator
Mon - Wed (until 9/1/19)



Authority to Immunise



Authority to Immunise



 Now covers meningococcal B vaccine - Bexsero and Trumenba (≥10 years)

 Previously not covered as not included in Australian Immunisation Handbook

 Must be familiar with dosing as per Handbook recommendations



NSW Immunisation 
Schedule

“Vaccination is important for the whole family 
from birth to end of life”



NSW Immunisation Schedule

 From 1st July 2018

Changes:

 Pneumococcal D3 moved from 6m to 12m

 Meningococcal ACWY at 12m

 Hib D4 moved to 18m

 Addition of Meningococcal ACWY for 
students in years 10-11

 Different vaccine brands

 Discard ALL old Gardasil (HPV4)



NCIRS Seminar Series 2018 #4 - Wednesday 11 July 2018, 1.00pm - 2.00pm

National Immunisation Program Schedule changes - Your questions answered
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NCIRS Fact Sheet: Meningococcal Vaccines for Australians

http://www.ncirs.edu.au/provider-resources/ncirs-fact-sheets/



NCIRS Fact Sheet: Meningococcal Vaccines for Australians

http://www.ncirs.edu.au/provider-resources/ncirs-fact-sheets/

 Menactra and Prevenar13 should 
not be co-administered due to a 
decreased response to some of 
the pneumococcal serotypes

– Use a different brand or

– Give Prevenar13 first, then Menactra 
at least 1 month later

 Immune interference with 
sequential administration of 
Infanrix hexa and Nimenrix

– Give together or

– Give Nimenrix first, then Infanrix
hexa can be given any time after
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Extra vaccines 
funded by NSW 

Health



Maternal Vaccination in Illawarra Shoalhaven 
Local Health District 2016-2018 

Data source:

NSW Ministry of Health. NSW Perinatal Data Collection (EDWARD) [database]. Sydney, Australia: Centre 
for Epidemiology and Evidence, NSW Ministry of Health; 2018 [accessed 2018 Oct 31].

Caveats

These data are representative of women living in the Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District (ISLHD) 
and giving birth in ISLHD public facilities. They may not be representative of women birthing at home or in 
private health care facilities.

Maternal vaccine coverage among Illawarra Shoalhaven women giving 
birth in ISLHD facilities has increased in recent years but remains 
sub-optimal with only one-in-two against pertussis and one-in-four

immunised against influenza*.

*Detailed data unable to be released at this time, however will be 
circulated when available.







Australian 
Immunisation Handbook
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 Suggest ‘right click’ on hyperlink 
and ‘open in a new tab’ to retain 
place in Handbook…







School Vaccination Program



 Recap of 2018

 What is being offered in school program in 2019

– Mainstream schools

– Intensive English Centre (IEC) school

 School vaccination records

 Catch ups for school program

 Role of the General Practice

 Overview of HPV vaccine in Australia



Recap of 2018

 Introduction of Gardasil 9 for year 7 students (discard 
‘Gardasil 4’)

 9-14 yrs – 2 doses given 6 months apart

 ≥ 15yrs or immunocompromised 3 doses (0, 2, 6 months)

 Meningococcal ACWY vaccine (Menactra) for year 10 and 11 
students



 Year 7

– Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Gardasil 9 (2 doses given 6 month apart)

– Single dose dTpa - Boostrix

 Year 10 

– Meningococcal ACWY (Changing from Menactra to Nimenrix)

Program 2019



Intensive English Centre (IEC)

 Vaccines are offered to refugees and overseas students to bring them up 
to date with the NSW immunisation schedule

 Students who attend this school can range from 11-24 years old

 Often have incomplete or no record of vaccinations 

 Vaccines given in the school program at IEC will be uploaded to AIR 
following our visit



2018 IEC Schedule



Records of School Vaccinations

 Record of vaccinations given to students on day of vaccination 

 Students are encouraged to give this record to their parents - we know 
this does not always happen

 All records scanned into our local database - RECFIND 

 HPV records now being uploaded to AIR – dTpa and Meningococcal not 
currently uploaded to AIR – watch this space



Vaccination Record



 Where vaccination has been commenced in the school program we will 
endeavor to complete at school

 If HPV commenced in year 7 - we will offer catch up in year 8 in school 
program

 If HPV not commenced in year 7- we are not able to offer catch up in school 
program - refer to GP to complete course 

 If Boostrix not given in year 7 - will not offer catch up in school program -
refer to GP

 If Men ACWY not given in year 10 - will not offer catch up in school 
program - refer to GP



 If we are unable to complete vaccinations for what ever reason, an SMS will 
be sent to the parent advising them to complete vaccination at their GP

– If the parent has not provided a mobile number, a letter will be sent

 Previously HPV was only provided free for students who commenced the 
course in year 7. As of July 2017 National Immunisation Program has been 
updated to provide free catch up vaccines for all individuals 10-19 yrs -
including HPV!!!



What General Practices Need To Do??

 If any concerns about what vaccines are due - contact PHU to find out what 
has been given/what is due

 Parents do not need to provide a letter for the child to receive the 
vaccinations

 Please also check AIR prior to vaccinating – HPV doses now on AIR (1st Nov 
no more HPV register!)

 If parents bring their child in for school vaccination - contact PHU to 
withdraw their consent card to prevent doubling up on vaccines



9vHPV Vaccine (Gardasil 9)
 More than 100 HPV genotypes

 Some HPV types, including types 16, 18, 31, 33, 35, 45, 52 and 58, are 
designated as ‘high-risk’, as they are causally associated with the development 
of cancer

 Other HPV types, including types 6, 11, 40, 42, 43, 44, 54, 61, 70, 72, 81 and 
89, have been classified as ‘low-risk’ and are predominantly associated with 
non-malignant lesions, such as genital warts

 9v HPV vaccine provides protection against types 6, 11, 16, 18, 31, 33, 45, 52, 
58 (majority high risk) 

 Previous 4V HPV vaccine provides protection against HPV types 6, 11, 16, 18



 Evidence demonstrates that a 2 dose schedule (minimal interval 6 months) 
provides comparable protection to that of a 3 dose schedule in 9-14 year 
olds

 2 dose 9vHPV schedule is widely recommended internationally including by 
the World health organisation

 Available at: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/255353/1/WER9219.pdf?ua=1

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/255353/1/WER9219.pdf?ua=1


Some Points to Remember…

 Immunocompromised children will still require 3 doses of HPV vaccine (0,2 
and 6 months)

 If the course is commenced when child 15 years or older will still require 3 
doses (mostly IEC students)

 Student’s who have received 1 dose HPV in school in 2018 will be retained 
in school program and offered 2nd dose in 2019 (with minimum 6 month 
interval)



Take Home Notes…

 Gardasil 9 and Boostrix for Year 7 students in 2019

 Meningococcal ACWY will be offered to all year 10 students in 2019

 Prior to providing vaccinations for school aged students including IEC 
students - please contact PHU and check AIR 

 Thankyou for working in conjunction with the PHU to provide immunisations to 
school aged students!!!

 Acknowledgements:

– NSW Ministry of Health

– Michelle Ferguson-Hannah



 Access

 Adding/adjusting information 
on AIR

 Importance of dose numbers

Australian Immunisation 
Register (AIR)

 History Statements

 Children born 
overseas

 Refugee records



 Access is granted under a GP, NP or Midwife – using HPOS

– It is acceptable to log in as another provider if you are providing care to the patient

www.humanservices.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/hpos

 Select Register and follow the steps

 The GP will then receive:
- A file to be saved on your computer

- The GP/NP provider number to use to log in

- A password

 To log on to AIR click Log on

Access





 Medical software able to send ‘batches’ 
of data

– Will only upload if it is sent  delegate 
responsibility to a role

 Record Encounter 
– For missing imms and you have the record

 Update Encounter
– Can only update encounters you have entered

 Secure Email
– Can ask AIR to update/upload information

 Phone AIR 1800 653 809
– Record/update/change dose number…

Adding / Adjusting info



 Order affects if overdue/missing doses

 Don’t base catch-ups on “Due” imms on 
AIR: check records, call PHU

 Different error codes e.g:
– Interval too close, dose invalid

– Duplicate antigen dose

– Higher dose number previously recorded

– Age on receipt of vaccine invalid

 Click code to display meaning

Dose numbers



 History statements can be printed from AIR (pdf) and are required for: 

– Childcare/Early childhood – mandatory (from Jan 2018) must be up to
date, on an approved catch-up schedule, or documented medical
contraindication (if on catch up also need to provide AIR History Form
with “Catch up" ticked)

– Primary and Secondary school – must be supplied (secondary schools
added from April 2018) unvaccinated students may be excluded from
school if an outbreak occurs

 Children aged 14 years and over can request their own Immunisation History
Statement from the AIR by using or creating their own Medicare online
account through myGov

 Up to date if received all vaccines required
(on the NIP) up to 5 years of age

History Statements

https://my.gov.au/


 Often require catch-up

 Overseas immunisation documentation is often hard to read (especially 
when faxed) 

 If you require PHU to help, please try and scan and send the document to 
us AFTER you have spoken with the parent/carer/patient to see if they 
can help read the document

 Document Translator Interpreter Service – offer document translation to 
recent arrivals in Australia https://translating.dss.gov.au/en

 Some shorter intervals may be allowed for children born overseas

 Medicare number not required to be on AIR
– Search with last name, first name and DOB

Children born overseas

https://translating.dss.gov.au/en


 Often hard due to language barrier

 Contact TIS for translating service where required

 Often come to Aus with little or no vaccination records at all

 Serology can be performed: Hep B, MMR, Varicella

 Vaccination information document (HAPP):
– (Oct 2018) provided to GPs and Refugees (last 2 pages are vaccination)

– less vaccinations for the patient and may prevent revaccination of 
antigens/doses already received

– saving time on lengthy catch-ups & money on vaccines that are not req.
(02) 4221 6770 or ISLHD-RefugeeHealth@health.nsw.gov.au

Refugee vaccination overseas



https://www.humanservices.gov.au/organisations/health-
professionals/subjects/australian-immunisation-register-education-

vaccination-providers

Further information/education

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/subjects/australian-immunisation-register-education-vaccination-providers

