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Advancing life limiting illness Dying Death

Stable / initial diagnosis

Assess, plan and
communicate

Person diagnosed with progressive life
limiting condition, treatable
symptoms but incurable

Problems and symptoms are
adequately controlled by established
plan of care

Person identified as deteriorating
despite optimal therapeutic
management of underlying medical
condition(s)

e Overall function declining

e Gradual worsening of existing

Terminal / dying

End of life pathways / comfort
care

Medical Practitioner / MDT agree person
is in the last days, hours of life
¢ Symptoms are not reversible, provide
comfort, compassionate and dignified
care.

Grief & bereavement

Post diagnosis &
post death

o Grief supports offered to the person,

family and carers post diagnosis and
throughout the palliative and end-of-
life journey.

Bereavement - person has died -
bereavement supports offered to

Family and carer situation is relatively problems family and carer. Follow-up and future
stable o New but anticipated problems support provided.
¢ No new issues apparent. develop o Post death - verification of death and

e Family and carers experience medical certification of death.
gradually worsening distress with

which impacts patient.

Person declining with existing problems
rapidly increasing in severity
o New problems develop that were not
anticipated in existing plan of care
e Family and carer circumstances
change suddenly and impact persons’
care.

Key abbreviations

Australian Modified Karnofsky Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Palliative Approach Framework
Performance Scale (AKPS) (PAF)

Advance Care Directive (ACD) Advance Care Plan (ACP)

Resource Utilisation Groups -
Activities of Daily Living (RUG ADL)

Symptom Assessment Scale Preferred Place of Care (PPC) Preferred Place of Death Proactive Identification Guide
(SAS) (PPD) (PIG)



